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KIKA DE LA GARZA. 15TH DISTRICT. TEXAS---------------,
101-1302 24 March 1991 Washington, D C
A TIllE TO CELEBRATE. It's been over four decades since our nation welcomed
home its war heroes. In fact, the last time was after World War II.
With the success of Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm it is now
time to honor our servicemen and women who risked their lives in defending
the interests and the principles of the United States, and in liberating
Kuwait. In addition to these returning Gulf War veterans it is also time
to honor the millions of Korean and Vietnam War veterans who received no
such welcome.
For this reason r've co-sponsored legislation expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives in support of a National Victory Parade in
Washington, D C, and regional parades throughout the rest of the United States.
President Bush has asked that July 4th be the celebration and parade. In
the Valley the veterans organizations will also celebrate the first anniversary
of Desert Shield in our own way.
This will afford the opportunity for each of us to get involved in
a personal way as well as a chance to show our sincerest appreciation to
the members of the U S Armed Forces to whom we owe a great debt. It is a
way for us as Americans to display our patriotism, and to give thanks for
our troops' professionalism, bravery and dedication .to the ideals which make
the USA so great. They do not return as conquering gladiators, but as noble
liberators. We salute them!
it it it
TEXAN OF THE YEAR. Several days ago the 25th Annual Texas Legislative
Conference honored me by proclaiming me Texan of the Year -- and I must. say
this is quite an honor and one of which I am mighty proud. According to
the TLC this award is for "performing an outstanding service in the field
of public affairs for the benefit of the State of Texas." It is also, I
~m told only the second time a Member of Congress still in office has received
this.
Personally I have always looked upon myself as being privileged to
represent the 15th District of Texas. Since first coming to Congress in
1965 it has always been my credo that the only way I can most effectively
say thank you to the people of the 15th District for entrusting me with this
position is by doing the best job I possibly can to represent their interests
statewide, nationally and internationally. That is what I have always sought
to do, and what I will always continue to do.
To be recognized for this by being named Texan of the Year is definitely
icing on the cake. To say the least, I am proud and I am happy, and I want
to take this opportunity to add that this honor is one I share with all the
citizens whom I represent since it is you who have been my inspiration these
many years which I have served in these esteemed halls of Congress.
Thank you.
it it it
EDUCATION DAY. USA. This coming Tuesday, 26 March, has been designated as
Education Day, USA by Congress. I wanted to mention this because I
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wholeheartedly believe it is now more important than ever to stress to our
youth the value of a good education. Education holds the key to the future,
and we must always remember just how important it is to nurture the desire
for learning.
Our schools and our teachers are instrumental in providing the competence
which our children require. We must support them.
We also must never forget that our democratic system of government
is dependent on a highly educated citizenry, a citizenry that must be fully
equipped to compete with other nations of the world. A solid and well rounded
education will provide this foundation enabling all of our children to
effectively meet the challenges which will face them in the years ahead.
if if if
TEXAS IN WASHINGTON. As Summer approaches, Washington, D C prepares for
thousands of visitors from across the country and around the world. I always
look forward to this time of year and to visiting with the many of you from
home who travel this way during vacation season. This year Texans can show
a special sense of pride in our nation I s capital since a Texas Festival will
take place here June 11-22. This will be the first state arts festival held
at the Kennedy Center.
Activities planned range from dancing the two-step in a specially
designed old-fashioned Texas roadhouse cafe to enjoying performances by the
ballet companies of Houston and Fort Worth. A musical portrait of the state
includes Tejana music, folklorico dance, Texas blues, and "outlaw" country.
Also on stage will be the Texas Boys Choir, the Dallas Symphony, a dramatic
performance of Celeste Bedford-Walker's play Camp Logan, and the epic film
Giant by George Stevens, Jr. Of course, the festival would not be complete
without a hearty sampling of Tex-Hex cuisine: chili, jalapeno corns ticks ,
and barbecued beef to name a few of the epicurean treats.
This grand event will certainly share our unique state heritage with
visitors in Washington, and provide an opportunity to celebrate in our own
unique Lone Star style.
Let me also take a moment to share a little bit of background about
the John F Kennedy Center. Mandated by Congress to present and produce the
finest performing arts from this country and abroad, the John F Kennedy Center
is the national cultural center. It is a living memorial to President Kennedy
and stands in tribute to the vision of our nation I s leaders who determined
that this country's capital should have a national institute dedicated to
the performing arts.
In the Grand Foyer stands a bronze bust of President Kennedy which
measures 7 feet high and weighs 3,000 pounds. Five major stages comprise
the Cente~ and it is adorned with gifts from over forty countries. Colorful
flags from 140 countries and all fifty United States hang in the Hall of
Nations and the Hall of States respectively. It's an impressive site. The
Grand Foyer, in fact,measures longer than two football fields in length.
One special highlight of the Kennedy Center is the Eisenhower Theater.
Named after the 34th President, the Theater honors Dwight D Eisenhower's
leadership and support of the National Cultural Center Act of 1958, which
explicitly recognized that cultural enrichment is a vital part of our nation's
well-being. The bust of President Eisenhower above the lobby is a Felix
de weldon bronze presented by the Texas State Society to cOr.m\e:morate the
first native Texan to become a U S President. The bust was dedicated the
year that your Congressman had the honor to be President of the Texas State
Society. It was my privilege to preside over the ceremony.
to
to
Professional performances are held year round,
the public. On any tour of Washington this is
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